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Introduction

This has been a long and fascinating project that will continue even after this book is published.
have met several distance cousins in the quest of searching for information.

It all started with trying to locate the ancestorsnyfpaternal grandmother. | had talked with her

in 1976 about her family and my grandfathere e r  h u She aould give jne a few

generations, and thought | was lucky when | could go backtotheMZarib n my gr andf
side She knew moreabobu my gr andf at herdos family than h

| remember her telling me her mother died when she was ten years old. She described the scen:
shediscoveredemembered it. She also told me what it was like to grow up without her mother.
Since she was the @sdt female she had to take over some ohtheseholdluties.

Shewasnotvery successful being ten years old and trying to help manage a houShledaialked
about worms inhedrygooddb e cause t hey we, digyndshes and daty cdotlse p r o
Her father had thire a housekeeper to help tend the children and maintain the household as he
worked. llatercame across a picture of the housekeeper named Edna with my grandhesther
brother and sister as children.

My grandmothegrew upin ahouse that isocated orSkyline Drive in Williams Township. She
had a painting athis house that her fathereated The house still stands today but has been
renovated and additions addéddot looking like the painting my grandmother showed me.

After her mot h emoded to dlase dn Morgah lfpad at the intersection of
Skyline Drive and Morgan Hill Road. It sat next to Josiah Eslarm. The house is still standing
today and is currently two apartments.

My grandfather lived dowrhe road with his uncle, aunt and grandmother. Having been raised by
them since his father remarried after the deathsomother His motherdied a year and a month
afterhis birth, due to complicationthat occurred duringis birth. She was very weak andrae
recovered. Hi s st énvpchitdterhfeom thalfirsowifedliving with thenhende e
him living with his grandmother, uncle and aunt

My grandmother eloped with my grandfather to Elkton, Maryland. My grandmother was 17 when

shegotmare d, and went to Maryland where she did
After the marriagemm gr andmot her | ived with her husbar
Well Roadin Williams Township Eventually my grandfather 0:¢

land for $1.00. My grandparents built a house atrtegsectiorof Old Well Road and Morgan
Hill Roadin Williams Township

They farmed the land and my grandmother worked in the factories in Easton, as my grandfather
was a carpenter and built houseshe community. During the depression he worked for WPA.

My grandfather passed away thre day after Christmas 1958from a heart attagkn part due to

the result of a fatadaraccident that happened in the front of their haus€hristmas
eve/morningresulting in the death of James Werkheiser, a young man my grandparents knew.
James Werkhasswebbk dsamh momds sisterbds hus
my grandfatheupset and it contributed to his heart attack.

My mom and dad moved iwith my grandmother, and eventually bought the house from her. My
grandmother built a smaller house in the woods behind the farm.



| t 6 s fkitcheemof thith®use that she told me abouttvwghe knew of her family and my
grandfathers. sketched a@ry rough outline of a family tree that was a high school project.

This book is based on her side of the family, w
earierher mot her died young a sdidedfthelfandly Butshedid | v knov
tell me more about her fatherdés si de, Edwar d Ke

My grandmother never really talked much about her father. Of course being young | never asked.

It wasndét until after o uaschaolpoectehatd faund ootrmy of t he f
grandfather wasil and watercolopainter and also worked with patel$She told me abotiis

talentswhen | showed her my firstil painting. Then she showed me some ofdusk that she

had.

She talked about her grandfathéfilliam Kester and his wife Amelia Sundermier. She stated that
Amel i ads father came to Amer i clavasthopiogthalGwer many .
were here before the American Revolutidhatis all she could tell me about hiamily.

| have thisoriginalfamilytreepr oj ect somepl ace in the attic of
sister called me, and asked if | still had the family tree | made. | said | can remember some of it,
butwould havetorees ear ch i t, because ormationeAathidtimendyi dnot h:

grandmother hdpassed on.

| started reresearching by talking to my Uncle Ken and Uncle Lloyd, brothers of my father,
Ernest. Uncle Ken told me the name®f a mmyodtsher and f at her, but did
information on tie family.

Whil e researching my;bnyo tghoeirndgs tsoi deh eo fArtdhnet 6fsa neciel
Township, | ran into Richard Seigfried. My mom and | were walking through the old section of

the cemetery, trying to find the names she heard growirmndsome Waltewith the first name

that started with a Z. Richard was at the Arrcitsirch and walked over to greet us. He asked if

he could help and | told hinve wereresearching some Walters from the area. He asked if we

knewwhich Walters we werkoking forand Itold himsome guy with a name that starts with Z.

He mentioned Zebulon Walters, and proceddeakkwhy were interested in him.téld himthat
itwasmygreagr andf at her 6s f at her .

Richard stated that he was a Walter descendanelhand that we were related. He asked us to
stayat the cemetergnd he would go home and get a report on the Walters tlatfited

Richard came back and gave me a printed report that hageaygrandfather, grandmother and
my mo mosn itn leralso told me about the Marx room at the EaBtalolicLibrary. He

said it has great resources and helpful staff.

| went to the Marx room and the librarian introduced herself and explained how the Marx room
worked. From there | started my research ost&eside of the family. 1did find my great
grandfather William Kester birth recond a church bookthe bookKisted his parents as Moses
Kester and Mary Ann. With a little more research | found the marriage of Moses Kester to Mary
Ann Garis.

| was trying to find information on Mary Ann Garlsut ran out of time | went home and got on

my computer and went to a genealogy foramthe Internetl poseda question in the Gares

forum about parents of Mary Ann Garis. A reply came from Margaret Laitdgthat the

parents of Mary Ann Garis are Joseph Garis and Susan Steckel. We replied back dimabémyith

emai | about Susan Steckel. Mar gar et Thdughd ndt hav
out our dial@: | found out thatMargaret was a descgant of Mary AnnGari@« br ot her, John

Vi



Garis.Margaret and | still communicate viar&ail and | have met her twice while | was on
business trips to Houston, Texas.

| did some more research trying to find Susan, daughter of Peter Steckel, but nonatsthe d
matched. | did more research dndnda Susan Garis who parents were George Steckel and Mary
in the Old WilliamsCongregatiorChurch Records. These dates matched the other dates | found
for Susan Steckel Garig.alsofoundinStPaul 6 s L ut h efamiprecordswfitieh b o «
congregation. The book listed Susan wife of Joseph as a daughter of George Steckel.

At this point | had George Steckel and Mary Garis. | had three children, Susan, Rosina and Johr
| was asking people if theyr anyone they knewere researching George Steckel. | mentioned to
the Phillipsburg Historical Society president Wayne SheheestatedClaudia Wdbach was
researching the Steckel family from Williams Townshp.

| had seen Claudia at the Marx room and we Baadfew times. Thendame uporer at the
Williams Township Fire Ciaguipedfrshevasreaearohinga! ¢ ou
Steckelsshe mentioned she descended from John Stbokeld in Raubsville Cemetery told

her about atrecadrl jpdatachirottse Nortbampton County Courthptisstated
Johnds parents ar e.Cllaiagageane B¢ bmse kepart onshar dohrivaiecke!
research thahebook is based on.

| had a few more conversations with Claudia about Ge8tgckel and Mary. |told her I though
Mary was a Raub but | candt pr sancgkshdmentioned3d e
her that she thought Mary was a Raub and Ethel replied of course she is.

My first clue was Adam Sdirer, Brotherin-law, along with Marywas one the admistrators of
George Steckét estate. George died intestate, and Adaenr&hhelped Mary Steckel settle the
estate. |talked to Wayne Sherrer and asked if Adam married a Raub or a Steckel. He replied
Adam married a Rab.

| late found the marriage record of Adam Sherrer and Margaret Elizabeth Raub in a church recor
book at the Marx room

I coul dndét determine what Raub she descende
of Michael Raub. In the papers iemtioned his daughter Mary Steckel. Bingo! | found the
parents of Mary.

The orginal goal of this book was to be the descendants of George Steckel. George Steckel first
appears in records in 1794 in Williams Township. | tried to find a link with sevktiaé Steckel
families that lived in the Bucks County, Lehigh County, Northampton and Warren/Sussex
CounitesinNew Jersey. 6 ve i ncl uded t hfeundanthts book. St ec kel 6s

| have also included the siblings of Mary Raub in this book. Froe mgrresearch grew, going
through Wills, marriage records, orphan court records, church books, cemetery records, obituarie
from the local newspapers, as well as the Internet. So here starts my research of George Steckel
well as the descendants of Pd®ea u b Maryb6s grandfather and i

This is not a complete record but a grow document that was frozen in time for this edition of the
book.

| dedicate this bok to Verna Mae Kester Frankenfield, my grandmother and a descendant of
George Steckel and Mary Raub.

Vil



memory of Verna Mae Kester Frankenfield
1908i 1988
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The D'Aboville System and Footnotes

The book was designed us i nanfanumlzerthe @dnerations. o f

The first part of the book is numbered for thecdeslant®f George Steckel arfds three
children. Numbers that start with A indica
who married Joseph Garis. Numbers that start with Batethat person descends from George
Steckel 6s dau g hieddahn SRoakeri Tineanumblere thatnstart with C indicated that

the person descends from Georgeb6s son, John
Example:AncestorGeorge Steckel being thé& generation.
A Susan Steckel...............ccceeeeee 2" Generation

Al Samuel GariS......cccceevvveeeeeennennn. 3" Generation

A2 Mary Ann GariS......cccoeeeeeeeeeeenn 3 Generation
A2.1Richard McKee......................A" Generation

A2.2 William Kester .......................A" Generation
A2.2.1 Harry Kester.........ccoooeeeeeeen 5" Generation
A2.2.2 Mary Amelia Kester............. 5" Generation
A2.2.2.1 Leroy Carlton Johns......... 6" Generation
A2.2.3 William H. Kester................. 5" Generation
A2.2.4 Edward Forrest Kester......... 5" Generation
A2.2.4.1 William Thomas Kester.... 6" Generation
A2.2.4.2Verna May Kester............. 6™ Generation
A2.2.4.3 Mary Dorothy Kester......... 6™ Generation

A3 Eliza ANn Garis.......cccocveeeveneann. 3 Generéion
A3.1Sarah SMUll.......ocoeeeeverennnn, 4™ Generation

A3.2 Daniel SMull ........ccoeeeveeennn, 4" Generation

B. Rosina Steckel.........cccooeeeeeeee. 2" Geneation

An Example for how this numbering system wo
A2.24.2. If | remove the lastligit onthe right,l will have the number for her father, Edward
Kester,A2.2.4. If | remove remove the last digit from Edwédumber, | will have the number
for Edwar dos f aAZ2e Contindidg With theaemample i Itreenove the last digit
from William Kesteés number |, I 61 1 have the nuA2bleastly f or

if I remove the last digit from Mary Ann Gadéis u mb e r | 01 | have Aer mo
daughter of George Steckel.

All the other sections will start with Ancestortbiat that Section.

Footnotes: The book only footnotes the informatio
spouse. There are exceptions wh enonetfohtee spous
descendant
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Passenger Ship Lists of Steckels
| created a table of Steckels that | found in Ship List from different sources. As you can see there
were a number of Steckel immigrants to Colonies through Philadelphia during this time period.

Passenger Ship Captain Arrival Number of
Passengers
Christian Steckel | Harle September 1, 173¢
Johan Peter Billender Thistle | George Houstorl November 3,
(Pettej Stickle 1738*
Age 19
Caspar Stickle Billender Thistle | George Houstorl November 3,
Age 11 1738*
Urian Stickel Billender Thistle | George Houstorl November 3,
Age 8 1738*
Maria Barball Billender Thistle | George Houstorl November 3,
Age 13 1738*
Daniel Steckel 1738
Peter Steckell Samuel December 3, 1740
Simon Steckel Phoenix John Mason September 14, 261
1749
Johanns Steckel | Phoenix John Mason August 28, 1750 | 339
Johann Balthzar | Ship Priscilla Wm. Wilson September 12, 210
Stockel 1750
Henry Stegel Ship Brotherhood | John Thomson | November 3, 1750 300
Johannes Hachs | Adventurer Joseph Jackson September 25,
Steckell 1754
Heinrich Stockel | Jeneffer George Kerr November 5, 1764 102
Philip Jacob Ship Betsey John Osman September 19, 75
Steckel 1765
Fredrich Stegel | Ship Brittania Alexander October 26, 1767
Hardy
Johannes Stekkel| Charming Molly | Robert Gill October 221773 | 96

*The date does not agree with the other two listes of this ship which are dated October 28, 1738.



Descendant of George Steckel and Mary Raub

Anthony Stackel
Anthony Steckel was a resident of

Lower Saucon TownshjpNorthampton |

County,Pennsylvania When Anthony
was born or died isnknown. As | was
doing my research
Wills or Letter of Administration for
Anthonyin the Northampton County
Courthouse Hediesbefore 1810, as
he doesndt appear
household in the 1810 census.

1790 Census

He is first found in the 179@-ederal
Census fotL.ower Saucon Townshjp
Northampton CountyPennsylvania
Though the 1790
convey much information, it does hav
the name of the head of household, a
count of the number of Free White
males over the age of Hoid upward
including the head of household, the
number of free white males under the
age of 16 and number of free white
females.

From the census page on the right,
Anthony and his wife are listed, there
are no children.
disprove tlat Anthony is related to
George Steckel.

1800 Census
In the 1800 Federal Census, Anthony
Stackelis found in the Lower Saucpn
Northampton CountyPennsylvania
On the same page of Anthony is
George Steckel. Anthony is listedth
one free white male 45 and over and
white free female 45 and over.

Note: The 1800 Census page can be
found in the next section of this book
on George Steckel.

The 1810 Census
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Anthony Stackel Descendant of Gege Steckel and Mary Raub

Township,Northampton County, theie Widow Steckel with one free white male 10 through 15,
one free white Female 10 through 15 and one free white female 45 and over. This could be the
widow to Anthony Steckel from the 1800 Census. Who the male and female listed is currently
unknown.
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